MEX AYHAPOAHO-TIPAROROA IOGHNEH

HHTEPBBIO

INTERVIEW
OF AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY
OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA
TO THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION MR. PAUL KURGAT

KJIL&IR: Your Excellency, first of all, we would like to congratulate Republic of Kenya with

50 years of its independence.
Ambassador Kurgat: Thank you very much.

KJIL&IR: And we also just celebrated 50 years of establishment of our diplomatic relations.
So, it’s quite a big year in our history. Couldyou kindly tell us, what was the history of independence
struggle in Kenya?

Ambassador Kurgat: Kenya, like most of Aftican countries and other developing countries
over Asia and Latin America, as you know, was colonized. And Kenya was colonized by the British.
The native people were deprived of rights, deprived of economic and political freedoms. Historically,
1 think, we were influenced by the liberations that came in the end of the Second World War. Our
people participated in Second World War and coming back home they had a clear notion that it was
possible to be liberated, and struggle was started. Another aspects is that there was an influence of the
USSR and the USA, international labor organizations, liberal parties in these countries.

Jomo Kenyatta, the first president of Kenya, with George Padmore came to work to Moscow in
1929, and he went back in 1932-1933. They studied in the Communism University of the workers of
the East. This was the early contact between Kenya and the USSR.

Definitely, from his actions and writings, he did not become a member of the Communist
party. He was much more interested in liberation of Kenya. So, by 1950-s we already had different
communities all over the country (Bongoma, central Kenya, Mombasa) — it was a mass movement
in Kenya. And, therefore, Kenyatta and Odinga found a common ground and, together with groups
of people behind them, moved the course of movement of liberation until the year 1963. USSR took
its opportunity in 1960 to draft a UN resolution on liberation of colonial countries. So, it was Russia
who pushed the international forum for liberation of African states, including Kenya, and Asian
countries and Latin American states.

KJIL&IR: Sometimes we could read that several African states, namely Kenya got its
independence. I always argue with such expressions claiming that it has won its independence. It
was a liberation war...

Ambassador Kurgat: It was a serious war. People went to say that there are only 2 countries
in Africa that won independence and that it was not given t© them. These countries are Kenya and

Algeria.

KJIL&IR: You're Excellency, what was the main difference between liberation war in Kenya
and liberation struggles in other African countries?

Ambassador Kurgat: The Kenyan liberation war was very bloody. The country was already
branded «the White Highlands» that the British didn’t want to leave.

KJIL&IR: What were the main features of your independent development? As far as we
know, you started with African socialism, then went through so-called Africanization policy. What
are the main achievements of Kenya during the 50 years of your independence?

Ambassador Kurgat: There were three goals which Kenya wanted to achieve: provision of
education, provision of health services and elimination of poverty. Talking about achievement of
these lines, the number of primary and secondary schools, universities in Kenya has tremendously
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increased. Today we have 811 903 primary school candidates. We have over 20 public universities
and related institutions, almost the same number of private universities and colleges. The level of
education increased tremendously as well. Comparing to the 1960-s and 1970-s, the number of
Kenyans going abroad for education has dropped. It’s a positive fact.

In terms of health services, we have at least one major hospital in every region (so-called level
5). We have legislated the ways of treatment of some diseases, like malaria. We distribute for free the
nets to avoid malaria. Currently, there is a work on a free treatment of cancer. We have magistrates
in that field.

In terms of eliminating poverty, it is a challenge for Kenya as well as for other countries,
including not only provision of healthcare and education, but also creation of rooms, of jobs. We
are now devolving into regions — the funding’s will be channeled to the regions. The administrators
there will identify the projects that can help the youth at the regional level, the national level. This
is happening.

KJIL&IR: You’re Excellency, could you tell us about the main principals, the main directions
of Kenyan policy on international arena? What’s the role of Kenya in international relations?

Ambassador Kurgat: 1 can start from 1964, when Jomo Kenyatta was appointed as chairman
of OAU attempts to resolve the Congo crisis. Moreover, in 1974-1975 Kenya was a defender of
Mozambique and Angola in their wars of independence, seeking to reunite all the fractions together. By
the 1980 Kenya was already in the UN peacekeeping system and we went to Zimbabwe, participated
in many other peacekeeping operations in Africa. And what is commonly known in Kenyan armed
forces is ‘Kenbat’, that is a Kenyan battalion that even went to Yugoslavia. Very interesting: when
you come to our country, you will find out where the soldiers are coming from. Somebody’s place
is called Kosovo, another’s place is called Bosnia. All of them are because of soldiers arriving from
peacekeeping operations, who buy houses and give them the names of the places where they served.
At the UN our diplomats quite pushed a lot; early in 1970-s, you remember how Kenyan diplomats
worked on the moving of the UNEP to Nairobi. [ think its major achievement to have the only
UN organization situated in Africa, what makes Nairobi the major diplomatic center. We have been
sending our people into international organizations. We believe as a country that the UN is the forum
to solve international issues and push international agenda.

KJIL&IR: Talking about the role of Kenya in international law, I have to siress the big
contribution of Kenyan lawyers. The biggest example is the concept of exclusive economic zone
that was presented by Kenya and now it is a generally accepted norm of international law fixed
in UN convention of the law of the sea. Nowadays Kenya is arguing before the ICC and I'm
expressing my own opinion, but I have to say that I feel that Kenyan position is stronger than the
position of the Court. So, we see that Kenya has a very strong school of international law.

Ambassador Kurgat: Yes, we have very serious professionals. One of our Attorney-Generals
— Amo Suaku — was among these people who worked out this concept of exclusive economic zone.
So, we have worked through our mission to New York, through our diplomats and through our
lawyers to develop these legal issues on international arena. Even the law of the space — we made
some contribution there. You are right — we have strong international lawyers, strong schools, strong
people doing international relations and good will of the Government of Kenya.

KJIL&IR: Let me turn to the topic of Kenyan-Russian relations. These relations have
more long history than their diplomatic relations. Could you tell us what were the early relations
between our states before we established diplomatic ties? You’ve already mentioned the visits of
Kenyatta...

Ambassador Kurgat: Yes, as | said, before opening the diplomatic mission there was less
contact, but there were early Russians who visited the continent, visiting Ethiopia, the Eastern
coast of Africa, including Kenya. If you go to Saint Petersburg, there is a museum «Kunstkamera».
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There were people who made collections of art from Kenya: the first people coming there were
anthropologists, and later more art was collected from other Europeans, especially the Swedes. That
is an early stage. Then comes, as I said, independence. Well, shortly before independence, during the
struggle for independence, Russia was involved through the UN forum to push for independence,
as I said Kenyatta was here [in Russia] to push forward the liberation, to give lands and rights to
the people, political parties, to operate economy and political activities as free people. I think that’s
where Kenyan-Russian relations start. But also, since education was so limited to Kenyans by the
British, very few people were allowed to have it, you know, very few schools existed. Most of people
who went to school were sons or daughters of chiefs. The majority of people was not able to secure
education in Kenya and either walked or went by bus or by train to schools in Uganda. And again it
was limited to primary or secondary. From 1954 when the USA-USSR relations changed crucially,
Russia opens up for a mass foreigners coming in for education. And some Kenyans interestingly
started taking train to Kampala, then walking north to Sudan, then taking ship to Cairo and were flown
from KANU office there to Moscow. They could study here or some of USSR satellite states like
Bulgaria, Poland etc. Two things opened during that time. There was the political push and Kenyatta
to have USSR support for Kenyan independence. And they came here to attend the conference «The
human resources development» — that students found out, they already knew that independent Kenya
needed qualified people. They started coming here to get education.

KJIL&IR: In some academic literature we could find the in iformation that Kenya appointed
its Ambassador to the USSR the day before the proclamation of indepen dence. Could you tell us a
bit more about this unique case?

Ambassador Kurgat: According to one of our leading historian’s professor Betwan Alanogot, it
was already known that the independence day was coming, on the 12* of December, 1963, they said
we didn’t have diplomats; we had to put together people of different professions. Kenya, Kenyatta
and Odinga had to prepare, because the most immediate task was to have people for going out and
lobbying for the country’s development in the international forums, in the capitals of major countries
— USA, UK, Russia, China, France — in brief, the Big Five. Therefore, then Jomo Kenyatta and
Odinga, who were close comrades in liberation, had to prepare some people. [ want to say that maybe
that was our earliest coalition form of government. People had to be put ready and maybe that’s why
Ambassador to USSR was appointed a day before independence. It was urgent that people went out
immediately at independence to start lobbying for development agenda, claiming the place of Kenya
in the international arena.

KJIL&IR: Just two days after the proclamation of your independence it was announced that
Soviet Union and Kenya established diplomatic relations. Could you give our readers a general
overview of how diplomatic relations developed during Soviet times?

Ambassador Kurgat: During the Soviet times the main link between USSR and Kenya bilateral
relations was education. If we look over the years, there was a period where students went up to a
thousand in the USSR and Eastern Europe. Especially, in engineering, medicine, science in general;
and limited — international relations, international law. So, that was the line of relations. There were
some other contacts and ways of cooperation, too. Russia built for Kenya a hospital —Nyanza General
Hospital, its other name is «Russia». This happened because of close relations between Kenyan Vice-
President Odinga with Soviet Union. As I said, he doesn’t seem to have shared the ideology of being
a communist, favoring communism for Kenya, but what I tend to know now from writings, readings
and interviews is that he favorited not communism as such, but cooperatives as a way in which
majority of the citizens would be shareholders of governmental property. That was about African
socialism. Maybe they were saying the same thing in different language...

KJIL&IR: Our relations started with quite an enthusiasm, but the whole 50 years were not
in the same line and sometimes we got difficult time. For example, you participated in boycott
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of Olympic Games in Moscow. So, could you tell me a little bit more about these times when our
relation were not so good, maybe even a little bit frozen?

Ambassador Kurgat: There are two points to be noted. Firstly, Kenya, being a member of'the UN
and believing in peaceful resolution of conflicts thought that the USSR intervention in Afghanistan
was wrong. Secondly, there were partners of ours, development partners. As you know, in the UN
there is a real game with votes and arm twisting (if you do this, we will do this...etc.) behind the
scenes of diplomacy. But I think not even this but the fears of such a behavior of the USSR played
the key role. We thought, ‘if this happened to Afghanistan, one day that might happen to us!” What
we supported on the level of the UN and OAU was the principle of non-intervention to other peoples’
affairs. But generally, Kenya-Russia relation had been doing well.

KJIL&IR: Let’s talk about modern level of relations between Kenya and Russia. And let me
ask you, what are the main economic projects that we have between our states?

Ambassador Kurgat: We have Russian companies getting interested in Kenya. Last year we
had higher-level visits: the Prime minister of Kenya Raila Odinga visited Russia and took part in
Saint-Petersburg international economic forum. He made contacts with Russian companies — e.g.
Lukoil which is already working on how to go to Kenya, how to map the areas for oil extraction. So,
the oil and gas sphere is one of the best examples of positive development. There was another high
level visit of the Energy Minister of Kenya where there was a discussion on possible participation of
Russian companies in power engineering activities in Kenya. Currently, we have a Russian company
bidding for generating energy, called Efesek — we are still waiting for results. There is a company in
Kenya already selling the Russian jeep, Russian vodka ‘Standart’... Russians are best in promoting
Kenyan tourism, bringing Russian for sightseeing in Kenya, facilitating their stay and movements
there. Right now, as [’m talking to you, there are several Kenyan companies selling flowers to Russia.
We have ‘Redland Roses’, ‘Masai flowers’ and other big brands. There are contacts and mutual
interests in flowers, tea and coffee. Kenyan tea is very unique. If you try mixing it with something
else, everybody will notice. The Russians have a good taste of Kenyan tea! Kenyan tea is doing
very well on the market and is pressing to do more. The other one sector is tourism, as [ said. We
have a couple of charter flight to Mombasa, to Nairobi; all of them stop in Dubai. So, more and
more Russians are traveling to Kenya for tourism, more and more Russians are even setting places
to do business in Kenya (there are 2 or 3 of them). There is a great support of ‘Renaissance capital’
popularizing us to shop, to be a destination for investments. On a personal level I visited companies
that are interested in business with Kenya, persuading them to invest... Although, the volumes and
numbers comparing to other countries, especially Russia, are low. I think it’s a good start in a post-
soviet era. We’ve had speakers from both Russia and Kenya visiting each other, speaking, expressing
interests. On the educational front, we have private students coming to study medicine. Nowadays,
Russia is the third largest producer of medical doctors for Kenya after University of Nairobi and Moi
University. So, it’s very good.

KJIL&IR: Let me ask you, what were the newest international treaties concluded between
Kenya and Russia? Maybe, some of them are under your guidance as an Ambassador of Kenya
to Russia?

Ambassador Kurgat: Yes, among new treaties we may mention one treaty on tourism. Another
treaty is on aviation. Now we are working on some other treaties, including treaty on culture...

KJIL&IR: You’ve just mentioned that there is a work on a treaty on cultural affairs. And
my last question was exactly about the culture. We ail know that Africa generally and Kenya
particularly are very rich in culture. And for example I'm not surprised that namely the former
Russian Ambassador to Kenya Mr. Egoshkin was appointed a chief of the Russian-Central African
Cultural Center — the first one ever! So, what are the main events planned by the Embassy in terms
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of culture? Maybe in this year which is very important in our relation... So, what can we expect
on culitural level this year?

Ambassador Kurgat: This is very important issue. [ hope to work very close to Ambassador [
Egoshkin on which cultural events can be done. We have a cultural troupe to Kenya and Kenyan
troupe to Moscow, as well as Kenyan community to Moscow who could perform some traditional
dances. We could also exhibit Kenyan art. We could make a Kenyan Tea Day, a Kenyan Coffee Day — [
to bring together these cultural aspects to facilitate getting to know Kenyan culture by Russians. And
vice-versa. It’s very interesting when you are asking somebody if they are going to Kenya, you hear
the answer ‘No, it’s too hot there!” [laughing] And your Ambassador one time called me and said ‘Mr.
Ambassador, it’s very cold in Nairobi!” And I told him *Your people will not believe you that there is [ |
cold!” You know, Nairobi has a different climate, sometimes hot, sometimes cold. But the Russians,
who tried going there once, are going and going there again. Of course, the Government has done
and is doing much in providing security. As you know, we are neighboring the troubled Somali, but [
we have put all the measures to the ground, the country is safe and all.

KJIL&IR: You’re Excellency, thank you very much for your answers. Let me again
congratulate you and all peoples of Kenya and wish you more and more pears of independence,
and to develop our relations more successful under your guidance!

Ambassador Kurgat: Thank you.

WHTEPBBIO YPE3BLIYATHOI'O M HOJTHOMOYHOTO MIOCJIA CCCP u PO
B PECITYBJIMKE KEHHSI (1989-1992)
Baagumupa Cepreeenya KHTAEBA
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A.Mesnes: Bnaoumup Cepeeeguy, mvi monsko umo ommemunu 50- e eHUA
Ounnomamueckux omnowenuii mexcoy Coeemckum Corozom u Kenueii. Bot 6v1u Ypeseviuaii-
rown u Honnomoursim Iocnom ¢ smoii cmpane. Pacckasicume, nojcanyiicma, 0 mom, Kax Ha-
yunanacy Bawa ounnomamuyeckas muccun ¢ Kenuu u Kax pazeueanuce Hawu omiomenua é
Imom nepuod...

B.C. Kumaes: B xouue 70-x ronoB cynp6a MeHs 3a6pocuina Ha ahprKaHCKMH KoHTHHEHT. U ¢
a(ppUKAHCKOH IIPOG/IEMATHKON MHE J0BENOCk NpopaboTath 15 net. ECiiM MOKHO Tak ckazath JUpHU-
YeCKH, MOl TepBoii moboBkio Obu1a EBpona, a Adpuxa — 310 Mosi BTOpas mo6oBs. S ¢ 6oNbIIEM
YBKEHHEM OTHOIIYCh K Hapozam Adpukn, appHkaHCKOM KylIbType, ahpUKAHCKOH UBIHIH3ALMH.
KoHTHHEHT 0YeHb GONBLIOH, pa3sHOOGPasHbIi, HACETeHHe OKOJIO MHIIIMAP/A YeJI0BeK, OYeHb HHTE-
PeCHBIe JOIH, 100poXenaTeNbHble, OGUINTeNLHEIS, HA3BIBAIOT APYT APYTa «OpatThs ¥ CECTPhLY. ..

B 1978 rogy s npu6sL1 Ha JUIITIOMATHYECKYIO CITYXKOY B Amxup, 3aTeM 6b1 mocaoMm B ['Bu-
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Hee. B 1987 rogy mens BhBanu Ha coBewanue B MOCKBY H NPEUIOKHIA CTaTh 3aBEAYFOLIUM ﬂ
Adpukanckum otaenom MM/la, s cornacunca. IlotoM yixe, xorma B 1988 rogy MHUJI BosmiaBun 1
O.1lleBapaHajze, TpH apHKAHCKUX OTAena B MU]le obbeMHIIH B OUH, a MeHA HalnpaBuIIX II0- L ‘
cioM B Kenmio. ..

Kennst ouens unTepecHas ctpana. OTHOUIEHHS ¢ Helf pasBHBANHCE Y HAC He MPAMONHHENHO U r
Herpocto. B Kenuu Gonblioe BrusHMe MMENIN U MMEIOT ceifuac aHMIHYare. DT0 65112 HX TI06HUMas ;
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Source: Kurgat, P (2014). Interview of Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the Republic of Kenya to the Russian Federation, Historical chapter of the Kenya — Russian
Diplomatic Relations. Kazan Journal of International Relations NO. 6 ISBN 928.5.93 - 593 -
195 -7.



