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Abstract

Hospitality was valued in ancient Israel and it was

enshrined in the Mosaic legislation. In first century

Judaism, it was continued positively in the institutions of

the Sabbath meal, the Synagogue and the travelling pairs of

teachers who depended on the hospitality of their students.

Negatively, restrictions were introduced in the enforcement

of purity or cleanness laws intended to exclude those who

did not qualify. These rules were strictly observed by the

Essenes and the Pharisees. However, Jesus demonstrated a
very inclusive ministry both in his teaching and interac-

tions. In his teaching couched in the apocalyptic imagery in

Matt. 25:31-46, he shows that hospital ity wi 11 be tile mark

of identification for those who will be welcomed into the

eternal kingdom. The apocalyptic element shows that the

teaching was given in the context if hardships and persecu-

tions for these early Christians. In his interactions Jesus

showed an open attitude to those who were left out of the

covenant community, the Gentile Centurion and his servant

(Matt. 8:5-13), the Canaanite woman and her daughter (Matt.

15:21-28), and the tax collecter, Matthew and his friends

(Matt. 9:9-13). The church in Africa today finds it diffi-

cult to practise hospitality because of Socio-economic

hardships, growing i n s ecu r it y , the influence of modern-

ization and the lack of guidance due to the breakdown tradi-

tional values. Jesus' teaching can inform our situation

because it arose out of a similar context.
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